Focal segmental membranous glomerulonephropathy associated with other glomerular diseases.
In four patients with the nephrotic syndrome, renal biopsy revealed focal segmental membranous glomerulonephropathy (FSMGN) associated with the histologic patterns of "nil" disease (two cases), hereditary nephritis and diffuse diabetic glomerulosclerosis. The occurrence of FSMGN in association with other glomerular diseases, presumably unrelated to immune complex deposition, is infrequent in our experience. Rather than necessarily representing an early stage or milder form of membranous glomerulonephropathy, it may be an epiphenomenon. This interpretation has prognostic and therapeutic implications and raises important pathogenetic questions. In particular, this study suggests that in some instances, preexisting functional and structural abnormalities may play a role either in the deposition of preformed circulating immune complexes or in the local formation of immune complexes.